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AUTOPATCH FOUNDER ALAN B. HALE PASSES
Hale Family and A/V Industry Mourn Loss of Modular Switcher Visionary
CHENEY, Wash. – July 10, 2012 – After a long battle with cancer, it was with sadness the family shared news of the passing of Alan B. Hale at age 76. Hale was the founder, President and CEO of XN Technologies, the original parent company of AutoPatch – now a division of AMX®, a leading global manufacturer of control, automation and A/V technology. Hale was a professor of computer sciences at Eastern Washington University (EWU) when he started XN Technologies, Inc. (XN) in 1989 to market technologies developed as part of a joint EWU/NASA project.
AutoPatch, which began as a sideline project, quickly became the primary product for the fledgling company based in Cheney, Wash.  Known for its innovative lines of high-performance modular matrix switchers, AutoPatch sales quickly penetrated markets in 46 countries.  In 2006, AMX purchased XN (AutoPatch) and continues advancement of switching technology – chiefly focused on A/V distribution over IT networks – from XN’s original location.  
 “My father was an inspiration to so many people,” said Phil Hale, fourth of Hale’s seven children and President and CEO of Presentation Switchers.  “His leadership style proved that business could be profitable and at the same time fun and engaging for employees.  He earned the affection and loyalty of his employees, colleagues at EWU, and throughout the community through his kindness, generosity and compassion.”
Commenting on the loss, Rashid Skaf, President and CEO of AMX said, “All who knew Al at AMX regret the news of his passing.  Al was a talented and successful businessman … and a fine person.  AMX is proud and fortunate to have been able to add AutoPatch to its family of companies, which has since become an important part of our company.  We offer our sincerest condolences to his family.” 
Few knew that Hale had been an Air Force test pilot who worked for Chuck Yeager during the ‘Right Stuff’ era.  He was a decorated Vietnam-era fighter pilot flying the famed A-1E Skyraider ‘Sandys’, which provided close-air support for helicopters rescuing downed pilots. He earned the Silver Star, Distinguished Flying Cross, and Air Medal (first through fifth oak leaf clusters).”

Said Hale of his father’s courageous fight, “In the end, cancer brought down a man that enemy bullets could not.”
###
About AMX

AMX hardware and software solutions simplify the implementation, maintenance, and use of technology to create effective environments. With the increasing number of technologies and operating platforms at work and home, AMX solves the complexity of managing this technology with reliable, consistent and scalable systems. Our award-winning products span control and automation, system-wide switching and audio/video signal distribution, digital signage and technology management. They are implemented worldwide in conference rooms, homes, classrooms, network operation / command centers, hotels, entertainment venues, broadcast facilities, among others.
AMX was founded in 1982 and is a member of the Duchossois Group of Companies. For more information, visit www.amx.com.
About Presentation Switchers

Founded in 2010, Presentation Switchers, Inc. is a leading manufacturer of digital presentation systems with R&D, design, manufacturing, and assembly located in the Los Angeles basin of California. Presentation Switchers sells to authorized dealerships within the United States & Canada and thru distributors internationally. For additional information, visit the corporate headquarters in City of Industry, California, online at www.PresentationSwitchers.com, or contact us direct at (800) 614-9958 or (909) 829-5724.
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